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Abstract 
Distribution of metals in bivalves is usually examined based on different metal concentrations 
in the different tissues of the bivalves. Patterns of metal distribution between the shells and 
the different soft tissues of two geographical populations of the green-lipped mussel Perna 
viridis were investigated. The correlation analysis showed insignificant correlation between 
the shells and the different soft tissues. The multiple linear stepwise regression analysis 
showed that the shells were not influential in metal accumulation in the total soft tissues. The 
cluster analysis showed that the shells were clustered differently, as a single entity, from the 
rest of the different soft tissues. All these findings indicate that the capability of metal uptake 
by the shell of Perna viridis differs.  
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